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In fact, today's China is different from Russia, whether it is analyzed from the perspective of
economic strength or from the perspective of conventional military power. For example, in terms of
economy, China's total GDP last year was as high as 18 trillion US dollars. In contrast, Russia's total
GDP last year was only 1/9 of China's. In terms of specific military expenses, China's military
budget last year was about 229 billion US dollars, while Russia's was only about 48.2 billion US
dollars. In addition, the one-year conflict between Russia and Ukraine has caused the Russian army
to lose tens of billions of dollars worth of military equipment, which directly made the already poor
Russian army even worse. Therefore, in combat, in order to save military expenses, fighter pilots of
the Russian Aerospace Forces had to mount unguided bombs and launch attacks on Ukrainian
positions by means of low-altitude delivery, which also brought Ukrainian Stinger portable air
defense into military use.
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Photo: Russia's rotten military equipment.

In addition, due to the continuation of the war of attrition, the Russian army had to bring a large
number of tanks, armored vehicles, and anti-aircraft weapons manufactured during the Soviet era to
the battlefield. In contrast, with the economic and military support from the West, Ukraine easily
obtains advanced equipment such as Leopard tanks and Abraham tanks from NATO countries.
Therefore, from a deeper perspective, the contest behind the Russia-Ukraine conflict is actually a
contest between Russia's economic strength and that of the West.



